The understanding of the mode of transmission of malaria and the importance of the mosquito vector stands as a key milestone in the history of medicine as well as public health. In earlier times, physicians recognized variants of malaria by their fever patterns, e.g., tertian (recurrent fever with a three-day cycle), and as its name, first used by Torti in 1783, implies its cause was attributed to "bad air." Late nineteenth century medical investigators were impressed with the success of the new germ theories of disease and the spectacular successes in bacteriology, and it was not surprising that malaria was reformulated as an infectious disease at that time. However, even after the organism (the plasmodium) was identified in the blood of patients, its mode of transmission was unclear. 
